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CUDWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CUDWORTH 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  and  to  the  MINISTRY 
OF  HEALTH. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  j^ear  1946.  It  will  be  a full  one,  although 
nqt  containing  so  much  detail  as  in  the  pre-war  years. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  will  make  further  repre- 
sentation to  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  insufficiency  of  public 
conveniences  for  both  sexes  in  it’s  area.  There  is  still  only  one 
convenience  (for  males  only)  for  a community  of  nearly  9,000 
residents,  and  the  structure  itself  is  no  credit  to  the  local 
authority. 

It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  housewives  from  sur- 
rounding areas  pay  weekly  and  twice-weekly  visits  into  Cudworth 
for  the  purposes  of  family  shopping,  and  added  on  to  our  own 
feminine  community  they  form  the  considerable  number  of 
people  for  whom  no  public  sanitary  accommodation  is  available, 
other  than  inside  public  houses,  clubs  and  institutes. 

The  Council  therefore  are  urged  to  take  a very  serious  view 
of  this  grave  deficiency  and  take  all  steps  to  secure  modern  and 
satisfactory  structures  and  equipment  for  providing  the  accom- 
modation which  is  of  such  a necessity. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LYON  FOSTER. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  of  Cud  worth  Urban  District 
Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  resident  popula- 
tion at  mid- 1946 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939) 

(Note  : Although  19  temporary  pre-fabricated 
bungalows  were  erected  during  1946, 
actual  tenancies  did  not  begin  until 
early  December.  These  bungalows  are 
therefore  excluded  from  the  1946  report. 
They  will  be  included  in  the  report  for 
the  year  1947.) 

Inhabited  house  rate  (based  on  Registrar  General’s 
estimated  population  mid- 1946) 

Rateable  value  (at  December  1946) 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


1,745  acres 

8,428 

2,178 


3.87  persons 

£28,967 

£112 


The  main  local  industry  is  that  of  coal  mining,  although 
there  are  no  collieries  actually  within  the  Council’s  area.  Approx- 
imately 50%  of  the  community  is  employed  in  or  about  colliery 
undertakings  situate  at  Grimethorpe,  Royston,  Carlton,  Monk 
Bretton,  Barnsley,  Darfield,  Upton,  etc.  The  year  194(5  saw 
the  termination  of  private  ownership,  control  of  coal  mining 
passing  to  the  State  on  the  1st  January,  1947. 

Railway  operations  also  plays  a conspicuous  part  in  finding 
employment  for  the  community  and  arises  from  the  transporta- 
tion of  coal.  There  has  been  situate  in  Cudworth  for  a con- 
siderable number  of  years  a “control  office”  in  relation  to  rail 
traffic  operation  and  arising  from  it’s  operation  are  all  the  usual 
types  of  railway  employees,  signalmen,  guards,  locomotive 
drivers,  platelayers,  shunters  and  the  like. 

In  1945  a scientific  glassware  plant  commenced  operations 
in  a small  way  in  two  clwellinghouses  closed  by  the  Council  for 
human  habitation  but  used  during  the  war  years  for  Civil  Defence 


purposes.  Originally  commencing  with  two  employees  in  1945, 
progress  was  made  to  such  extent  that  at  the  end  of  1946  there 
were  10  persons  employed  (3  males  and  7 females).  During 
1946  a prefabricated  concrete  structure  was  added,  allowing 
more  floor  space  for  the  industry  carried  on  and  requiring  further 
additions  to  the  staff. 

During  the  year  also,  a derelict  building  in  the  centre  of 
the  town  was  converted  to  a small  factory  for  use  in  connection 
with  the  hosiery  trade,  being  an  offshoot  of  a Nottingham  firm. 
There  are  approximately  20  female  operatives  now  employed  in 
this  power-driven  factory,  at  one  time  a derelict  school  building. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


(Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Population 


of  Cudworth.) 
Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Live  Births  : 

Legitimate  . . 

177 

88 

89 

Illegitimate  . . 

12 

6 

6 

Totals 

189 

94 

95  . 

Still  Births  : 

Legitimate  . . 

l 

0 

1 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

1 

0 

1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population, 


21.0. 

There  were  13  more  births  in  the  year  1946  than  in  the 
year  1945. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  19.1  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

DEATHS. 

Total.  Males.  Females. 

75  43  32 

There  were  25  less  deaths  in  the  year  1946  than  in  1945. 
Of  the  75  deaths  22  occurred  in  Institutions. 


The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population,  8.0. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  11.5  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 


The  percentage  of  the  total  deaths  in  1946  which  took  place 
in  public  institutions'  is  expressed  as  29.4. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 

(All  ages.) 

Males.  Females. 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . 4 

Syphilitic  Disease  . . . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  the  uterus  . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 1 

Cancer  of  other  sites  . . . . . . 7 

Diabetes  Melitus  . . . . . . . . 1 

Intracranial  Vascular  lesions  . . . . 0 

Heart  Disease  . . . . . . . . 7 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . . . . 0 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . . . 0 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 0 

Appendicitis  . . . . . . . . 2 

Other  digestive  disorders  . . . . . . 1 

Congenital  ailments  . . . . . . 2 

Other  violent  causes  . . . . . . 1 

All  other  causes  . . . . . . . . 10 

Totals  . . . . . . 43 


3 

1 

1 

2 
3 
0 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
3 
0 
9 

32 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  old. 

Total.  Males.  Females. 

Legitimate  ......  9 4 5 

Illegitimate  ......  0 0 0 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births.  . 51.00 
The  Infantile  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 43.00 
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There  were  5 fewer  deaths  than  in  1945  and  the  death  rate 
although  8 higher  than  the  total  for  England  and  Wales  is  25.40 
less  than  in  the  year  1945. 


The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 

Premature  birth  . . . . . . . . 5 

Cerebral  Haeinmorhage  . . . . . . . . 2 

Malnutrition  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Haemmorrhogic  disease  . . . . . . . . 1 


It  will  be  noted  with  satisfaction  that  there  were  no  maternal 
deaths  during  the  year  1946  from  any  cause.  Neither  were 
there  any  deaths  from  the  Zymotic  diseases,  which  include  small 
pox,  scarlet  fever,  enteric  fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  whooping 
cough  and  diarrhoea  in  infants  under  2 years  of  age. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  Medical. 

Myself  as  part  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  District 
Medical  Officer  and  Public  Vaccinator  under  the  Poor  Law 
Acts. 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Mr.  Maurice  Bennett,  who  gives  his  whole  time  to  that 
office  and  who  commenced  duty  on  the  1st  May,  1936. 

(c)  Surveyor. 

Mr.  Arthur  Wellings,  who  resigned  in  late  1946  to  take  up 
an  appointment  with  the  Tadcaster  Rural  District  Council. 
The  Surveyor  also  acts  as  Public  Clean'sing  Officer. 

2.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by 
the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  County  Council  of  the 


West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  of  samples  submitted  by  the 
local  Medical  Officer  of  Health  varying  from  sputum,  water 
for  drinking  purposes  and  foodstuffs  when  the  need  arises 
for  such  a service. 

3.  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  The  Barnsley  County  Borough  Council  removes,  when 
required,  cases  of  infectious  diseases  to  the  Kendray 
Isolation  Hospital  under  the  Joint  Local  Authorities  Scheme. 
The  cost  of  removal  and  treatment  is  borne  by  the  Cudworth 

0 

Urban  District  Council. 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Cases. 

These  are  removed  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council 
by  the  County  Council  Ambulance  Service  and  at  the  cost 
of  that  body. 

(c)  N on-infectious  cases  and  Accidents. 

The  various  collieries  immediately  outside  the  boundary  of 
the  Cudworth  Urban  District  maintain  their  own  ambulance 
services  for  the  removal  of  casualties  at  the  mines  into 
hospital  or  to  the  patients’  own  homes. 

The  Council  maintains  an  ambulance  service  for  the 
residents  of  Cudworth  who  may  require  removal  to  the 
various  institutions.  This  service  is  not  controlled  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  but  jointly  by  the  Financial 
Officer  and  the  Surveyor. 

4.  Nursing  Facilities. 

The  Cudworth  Nursing  Association  now  employs  a fully 
trained  salaried  nurse  who  is  on  the  register  of  the  Queen’s 
Institute  of  Nursing.  She  attends  to  the  nursing  needs  of  the 
contributing  members  of  the  Cudworth  Nursing  Association, 
although  the  number  of  contributors  do  not  appear  to  be  very 
great. 

The  District  Nurse  attends  all  aged  people  at  the  request  of 
the  doctor  attending  whether  they  may  or  may  not  be  contributing 
members,  and  the  community  at  large  should  extend  their 
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grateful  thanks  for  this  particular  service,  which  is  so  willingly 
given.  'Phe  County  Council  also  maintains  a “home  help” 
service,  where  the  mother  in  the  home  is  temporarily  indisposed. 

Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsible  for  the 
treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  There  is 
still  delay  in  securing  admission  of  cases  to  the  various  sanatoria 
under  the  control  of  the  County  Council,  being  due  mainly  to 
shortage  of  nursing  staff  and  shortage  of  accommodation. 

f>.  General  Hospitals. 

For  those  who  have  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  there  is  the  Id.  in  the  £ scheme  for  hospital  treatment 
conducted  by  the  Sheffield  and  District  Hospitals  Cpuncil,  but 
hospital  accommodation  still  remains  inadequate  for  the  needs 
of  Cudworth  Urban  District. 

The  following  hospitals  receive  and  treat  Cudworth  patients: — 

The  General  Infirmary,  Leeds. 

The  Women  and  Children’s  Hospital,  Leeds. 

Roj7al  Infirmary,  Sheffield. 

Royal  Hospital,  Sheffield. 

Jessops’  Hospital,  Sheffield. 

Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

St.  Helen’s  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

The  W.R.C.C.  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Barnsley. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Dispensary,  Barnsley. 

6.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(a)  Midwifery. 

There  are  now  three  salaried  nurses  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  allotted  to  the  district  and  they  $ct  as  midwives  or 
as  maternity  nurses. 

(b)  Ante-natal  Services. 

An  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  each  Friday  in  St.  George’s 
Hall,  and  expectant  mothers  are  here  seen  by  a lady  doctor 
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of  the  County  Public  Health  Department.  In  my  Annual 
Report  for  1945  I drew  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  building  used  as  an  ante-natal  clinic. 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  also  includes  the  general 
medical  practitioner  in  the  ante-natal  scheme  and  patients 
can  attend  their  own  doctor,  and  be  examined  in  their  own 
homes  without  attending  the  clinic. 

A fully  equipped  emergency  unit  or  Flying  Squad  is  ready 
day  and  night  for  the  domiciliary  treatment  of  any  emer- 
gency. This  squad  is  stationed  at  St.  Helen’s  Hospital, 
Barnsley,  and  the  excellency  and  efficiency  of  this  unit 
cannot  be  too  highly  praised. 

(c)  Maternity  Hospital  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  none  of  the  above  facilities  in  the  Council’s  area. 
Due  to  the  shortage  of  beds  and  the  increasing  birth  rate, 
the  normal  cases  are  urged  to  remain  at  home.  Abnormal 
cases  have  facilities  for  hospitalisation  at  several  of  the 
County  Council  Hospitals.  The  excellence  of  St.  Helen’s 
Hospital  at  Barnsley  in  admitting  and  treating  abnormal 
cases  from  the  Council’s  area  cannot  be  praised  enough. 

( d ) Home  Helps. 

This  type  of  assistance  is  available  for  maternity  patients 
where  the  attending  medical  practitioner  gives  a special 
recommendation.  This  home  help  scheme  has  recently 
been  extended  in  order  to  help  elderly  and  infirm  persons. 
I should  be  very  pleased  to  see  a scheme  organised  to  provide 
hot  mid-day  meals  for  the  aged  people  of  Cud  worth. 

(e)  Health  Visitors. 

During  the  year  1946  the  health  visiting  staff  was  increased 
and  there  are  now  two  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 
carrjdng  out  duty  in  the  Council’s  area.  The  County  Council 
is  their  employing  authority. 

(/)  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

This  clinic  is  now  under  the  control  of  a lady  doctor  on  the 
staff  of  the  County  Council.  The  welfare  service  supervises 
the  infant  from  the  toddler  stage  to  the  school. 

9.  Schools. 

There  are  live  schools  within  the  Council’s  area.  In  my 
Annual  Report  for  1945  I gave  my  observations  about  the  present 
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sanitary  conveniences  and  their  distances  from  the  school 
buildings  at  Pontefract  Road  Junior  Mixed  and  Infants  Depart- 
ments and  at  Snydale  Road  Junior  Mixed  and  Infants  Depart- 
ments, especially  in  relation  to  inclement  weather  periods  and 
winter  time.  No  steps  appear  to  have  been  taken  to  remedy 
the  conditions  during  the  period  since  my  last  report,  presumably 
due  to  the  “essential  work”  only  principle  of  the  government. 


SECTION  F. 

EPIDEMIOLOGY. 


Total  cases 

rp 

Lo 

Total 

Disease. 

notified. 

Hospital. 

deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

33 

28 

0 

Diphtheria 

5 

5 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

■) 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

20 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

10 

1 

0 

Measles 

7 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

14 

0 

0 

Diphtheria. 

Five  cases  were  notified  and  removed  to  hospital  during  the 
year  1946.  Two  of  the  cases  were  proved  not  to  be  diphtheria. 
It  is  a matter  of  congratulation  to  all  concerned  that  no  death 
occurred  among  these  cases.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  the  great  benefit  of  immunisation  should  be  impressed  on 
the  general  public  at  every  opportunity. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  more  than  double  the  notifications  of  scarlet 
fever  in  1946  than  in  1945.  Of  the  33  cases  notified,  only  five 
cases  were  nursed  at  home.  There  is  no  danger  in  keeping  a 
mild  case  of  scarlet  fever  at  home  provided  that  proper  isolation 
is  available,  but  parents  appear  to  be  still  afraid  of  this  malady 
and  are  quite  pleased  when  the  cases  are  sent  to  hospital. 

To  enable  home  treatment  to  be  carried  out,  it  is  essential 
to  have  the  intelligent  co-operation  of  the  parents,  and  of  the 
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general  public.  In  ignornace,  members  of  the  general  public 
have,  on  occasions,  adopted  a very  critical  attitude  toward  the 
parents  of  those  children  having  scarlet  fever,  and  where  the 
children  are  being  nursed  at  home.  Indeed  it  has  been  known 
to  extend  the  criticism  by  anonymous  letter  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  There  appears  to  be  a fear  that  children 
suffering  from  scarlet  fever  when  nursed  at  home  will  spread  the 
infection  to  other  children.  This  is  far  from  being  the  actual 
fact.  These  parents  can  mix  freely  with  their  fellow  citizens 
without  any  danger  of  spreading  the  infection. 

Pneumonia. 

Twenty  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  and  one  of  these 
cases  was  sent  to  Kendray  Isolation  Hospital,  but  this  particular 
case  had  previously  been  notified  as  a eerebro-spinal  meningitis. 
There  was  one  death  from  pneumonia  during  the  year  194(5. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Two  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  during  the 
year  and  one  of  them  was  sent  to  Kendray  Isolation  Hospital 
because  of  cardiac  complications.  The  cost  of  treatment  of 
puerperal  pyrexia  cases  is  borne  by  the  County  Council. 

Measles. 

Only  seven  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year. 
There  were  no  deaths  arising  from  them. 

Erysipelas. 

Ten  cases  were  notified  in  1946  and  one  of  the  cases  required 
hospital  treatment  due  to  it’s  severity.  The  case  was  treated 
at  Kendray  Isolation  Hospital.  All  the  ten  cases  made  good 
recoveries. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fourteen  cases  were  notified  and  all  were  treated  at  home. 
This  distressing  complaint  still  resists  preventive  measures,  and 
immunisation  against  the  disease  has  proved  practically  useless. 
Curative  treatment  is  also  of  little  benefit  to  the  patient,  who 
may  have  the  cough  for  many  weeks. 
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Tuberculosis . 

There  are  full  and  ample  facilities  provided  for  the  early 
diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  at  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
Dispensary  in  Barnsley.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  is  anxious 
and  willing  at  all  times  to  give  his  expert  advice  at  the  home  of 
the  patient  if  the  patient  is  too  ill  to  travel  to  Barnsley. 

There  were  seven  deaths  from  the  disease  during  194b. 


New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  Mortality  during  1946. 


Aye  periods. 

Kesp. 

Reap. 

Dea 

ths. 

Resp. 

Non. 

-Resp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  . 

Under  1 year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 to  5 years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 to  15  years 

0 

0 . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16  to  25  years 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26  to  35  years 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

36  to  +5  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

0 

46  to  55'years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

56  to  65  years 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

.0 

0 

66  years  and  over  . . 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

n 


THE  SANITARY  OFFICERS  (OUTSIDE  LONDON) 
REGULATIONS,  1935. 


To  Dr.  J.  W.  LYON  FOSTER  and  to  the  CHAIRMAN  AND 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  CUDWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  above  regu- 
lations I beg  to  offer  for  your  consideration  the  following  matters 
which  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year  194b. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supplies  tor  Drinking  and  Domestic  Purposes. 

Water  for  the  above  purposes  continues  to  be  supplied  by 
the  County  Borough  Council  of  Barnsley  by  agreement  at  a cost 
of  Is.  4£d.  per  1,000  gallons. 

There  are  2,171  houses  connected  to  the  Council’s  water 
mains.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  figure  will  be  greatly  increased 
arising  out  of  the  Council’s  anticipated  housing  programme. 
No  new  dwellings  were  erected  and  occupied  during  the  year, 
although  19  pre-fa bricated  temporary  bungalows  were  allocated 
to  Cud  worth.  These  will  be  included  in  the  annual  report  for 
the  year  1947.  Every  dwellinghouse  is  connected  to  the  Council’s 
water  supply  and  no  person  has  to  rely  on  springs  and  wells  for 
his  or  her  drinking  water. 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  on  the  shortage 
of  water  supplies  in  Jackson  Street,  in  Market  Street  and  at  the 
Snydale  Road  Junior  Mixed  Schools., 

Four  samples  of  water  were  collected  and  despatched  to 
the  County  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  with  a 
view  to  ascertaining  whether  there  was  metallic  contamination 
of  supplies.  No  adverse  report  was  received  arising  out  of  the 
examination  of  the  four  samples. 

It  appeared  to  be  unnecessary  to  submit  samples  of  drinking 
water  for  bacteriological  examination.  No  complaints  were 
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received  from  any  member  of  the  community  as  to  the  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  the  water  supplied  to  him  by  the  Council. 

Water  main  extensions  were  completed  during  the  year  in 
the  Council’s  Newtown  Housing  Extension. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  sewerage  extension  for  the  19  temporary  pre-fabricated 
bungalows  in  Darfield  Road  was  completed  during  the  year, 
previous  to  the  delivery  of  the  bungalows. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out  the  preparation  of  a 
scheme  for  the  sewering  of  -the  Royston  Lane  and  Weetshaw 
Lane  areas.  The  work  of  preparing  a suggested  layout  was 
commenced  in  1944  by  the  then  Surveyor  (Mr.  D.  J.  Woodhall), 
but  the  work  had  to  be  shelved  owing  to  the  need  for  making 
advanced  preparation  for  post-war  housing. 

As  mentioned  in  the  1945  annual  report  the  Storrs  Mill 
area  requires  an  adequate  sewerage  system. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Other  than  the  effluent  from  the  Council’s  sewage  works 
there  appears  to  be  no  trade  effluent  discharging  into  the  stream 
which  is  situate  on  a large  part  of  the  Council’s  boundary,  and 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  complaint  from  the 
West  Riding  Rivers  Board  on  the  quality  of  the  effluent  turned 
into  the  stream. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

No.  of  privies  with  open  middens  . . . . Nil 

No.  of  privies  with  covered  middens  . . 37 

No.  of  pail  closets  . . . . . . . . 3 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  . . ..  . . 2 

No.  of  water  closets  . . . . . . . . 2,030 


During  the  year  1946,  plans  were  deposited  with  the  Council 
which  showed  that  new  water  closets  would  be  provided  at  each 
of  the  following  addresses  : — 
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Bungalow,  High  Royd  (Mr.  Langmead) — 1 new  water  closet. 

House,  Church  St.  (Miss  Turpin) — 1 new  water  closet. 

House,  74  Manor  Road  (Mrs.  Gothard) — 1 new  water  closet. 

Shop,  205a  Barnsley  Rd.  (Mr.  Teasdale)  1 new  water  closet. 

House,  20  St.  Johns  Rd.  (Mr.  Shelton) — 1 new  water  closet. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  1940  with  a view  to 
eventually  providing  each  house  with  one  water  closet.  Shortage 
of  the  necessary  equipment  and  “essential  works  only”  prevented 
any  steps  being  taken  in  that  direction. 

Where  a sewer  is  available  all  water  closets  are  connected 
thereto,  but  there  are  certain  parts  of  the  Council's  area  where 
the  water  closets  discharge  to  cesspools,  due  to  there  being  no 
sewer  available. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  continues  to  be  collected  and  disposed  of  by  the 
Council’s  own  staff  and  vehicle.  The  disposal  centre  is  the 
Weetshaw  Lane  Quarry  tip.  The  cost  of  collection  and  disposal 
during  the  year  1946  was  £2,386. 

Waste  paper  salvage  was  in  operation  throughout  the  year. 

Collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  the  salvage  of  waste 
paper  is  operated  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department. 

Provision  of  Dust  Bins. 

The  resolution  of  the  Council  of  the  22nd  December,  1937, 
continued  to  be  in  operation  throughout  the  year  in  relation  to 
premises  not  owned  by  the  Council.  The  resolution  provides 
for  a 28  lbs.  dust  bin.  During  the  year  notices  under  Section  75 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  required  the  renewal  of 
82  dust  bins  were  served.  All  the  notices  were  complied  with 
either  by  the  person  receiving  the  notice,  or  by  the  Council  at 
his  request  or  by  the  Council  in  default. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  varying  inspections  made 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  }^ear  1946  : — 
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Under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

. , 

290 

Re-inspection  under  the  P.H.  Acts 

. . 

185 

Under  the  Housing  Acts 

Nil 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  etc. 

20 

Bakehouses 

22 

Other  Food  Shops 

24 

Fish  Shops 

21 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases 

27 

Drainage  systems  dealt  with 

58 

Formal  Milk  Samples 

IS 

Alleged  dirty  houses 

3 

Ice  cream  making  premises 

4 

Fumigation  after  infectious  disease 

20 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act 

10 

Water  Samples  collected  for  County  M.O.H.. . 
Investigations  on  behalf  of  the  Housing  Committee 

4 

in  tenant  selection 

38 

Alleged  verminous  premises 

3 

The  Remedying  of  Defects. 

As  during  the  year  15)45  there  appears  to  have  been  an  acute 
shortage  of  materials  necessary  for  the  remedying  of  sanitary 
defects  during  the  year  1946.  Private  contractors  have  from 
time  to  time  complained  of  the  delay  in  getting  hold  of  materials 
necessary  to  comply  with  notices. 

Whilst  this  feature  seems  to  be  a national  one  so  far  as 
private  owners  are  concerned,  it  does  not  seem  to  apply  to  the 
local  authority  as  owners  of  dwellinghouses.  Local  authorities 
appear  to  be  able  to  get  hold  of  maintenance  supplies  in  a much 
less  difficult  manner,  and  gives  cause  for  annoyance  to  the  com- 
plainant living  in  and  the  owners  of  private  dwellinghouses. 
They  are  at  a loss  to  understand  why  so  pinch  obstruction  is  in 
evidence,  compared  with  the  apparent  ease  by  which  the  local 
authority  can  acquire  maintenance  supplies. 

Arising  out  of  these  difficulties  it  can  be  claimed  that  the 
Council  house  tenant  receives  more  favourable  treatment 
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regarding  required  repairs  than  does  the  private  tenant.  He  is 
not  subject  to  the  intolerable  waiting  period  which  sometimes 
arises  where  the  private  tenant  complains.  The  latter  must  await 
the  sanction  of  the  local  authority  being  given  to  the  official, 
for  the  service  of  the  statutory  notice,  for  the  expiration  of  the 
period  allowed  by  the  notice  (where  it  is  not  complied  with), 
for  sanction  by  the  local  authority  to  either  do  the  work  in 
default  (where  this  is  provided  for),  or  for  legal  proceedings  to 
be  instituted,  for  the  case  to  come  up  for  hearing,  for  the  defence 
to  plead  “shortage  of  materials,”  for  the  Justices  to  adjourn  the 
case  to  allow  the  defendant  further  time  to  obtain  supplies,  or 
to  make  an  order  for  the  work  to  be  executed  within  a given 
period.  It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  some  4,  5,  6 or  7 months 
can  expire  before  the  complainant  can  have  his  defects  remedied. 
Compare  this  with  the  Council  house  tenant.  Some  Council 
house  tenants  consider  themselves  to  be  treated  with  contempt 
if  their  complaint  is  not  dealt  with  within  7 days  ! And  the 
tenant  of  a privately-owned  house  is  called  upon  to  pay  his 
contribution  toward  the  provision  of  local  authority  houses. 

During  the  year  1940  licences  were  issued  over  the  signature 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  authorising  works  to  be  executed  at 
a total  cost  of  £894.  Twenty-three  licences  were  issued  arising 
out  of  applications  received,  and  in  every  case,  arising  out  of 
notices  served. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Act 
relating  to  “sanitary  defects”  as  defined  in  the  Act.  Action 
was  confined  to  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

As  in  previous  years  there  have  been  renewal  of  worn-out 
sinks,  repairs  to  fireplaces,  to  eaves  guttering  and  rainwater 
tailpipes,  to  drainage  systems,  to  perished  plasterwork,  to  rotted 
woodwork  of  windows,  renewal  of  window  cords  and  the  easing 
of  sashes  for  ventilating  purposes,  pointing  to  external  brickwork 
and  repairs  to  floors,  the  repairing  of  hot  water  installations, 
maintenance  repairs  to  water  closet  apparatus,  etc. 

The  requirements  of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  were  also  borne  in  mind  and  hot  water  supplies,  sinks  and 
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re-decorations  were  wholly  or  in  part  carried  out  during  the  year 
at  the  following  food  shop  premises  after  service  of  notice 

Melias  Stores,  Barnsley  Rd.  (cleansing,  re-decorating,  pro- 
vision of  hot  water  supply,  repairs  to  staircase,  etc.). 

Brady,  Webster  Ltd.,  Barnsley  Rd.  (provision  of  hot  water 
supply,  new  sink  and  plasterwork  repairs). 

Arthur  Mason,  The  Pond  (provision  of  sink  and  hot  water 
supply). 

Hunters,  The  Teamen,  Barnsley  Rd.  (cleansing  and  re- 
limewashing, provision  of  hot  water  supply,  etc.). 

John  Littlewood,  320  Barnsley  Rd.  (provision  of  hot  water- 
supply). 

Considerable  improvements  were  carried  out  voluntarily  by 
the  occupier  (Mr.  Claude  Taylor)  at  the  food  preparation  premises 
No.  220  Barnsley  Road.  A previous  owner  of  these  premises 
had  been  prosecuted  by  the  Council  some  three  years  ago  for 
failing  to  carry  out  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the  beginning  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1946  in  relation  to  the  existence  and 
remedying  of  nuisances  and  defects  and  the  number  of  notices 


served  and  in  hand  : — 

Nuisances  in  hand  at  December,  1945  . . . . 62 

Nuisances  found  in  1946  . . . . . . . . 290 


Total  needing  action  . . . . . . 352 

Abated  during  1946  . . . . . . . . . . 295 

Outstanding  December,  1946  . . . . . . 57 

Informal  Notices  served  . . . . . . . . 116 

Legal  Notices  served  . . . . . . . . . . 78 

Notices  complied  with  . . . . . . . . 133 


Legal  Proceedings. 

During  1946  summonses  were  taken  out  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  Council  in  relation  to  notices  not  complied  with  in  reference 
to  the  following  addresses  : — 
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(a)  No.  34  White  Cross  Rd.  (Nuisance  from  various  defects). 

( b ) No.  36  White  Cross  Rd.  ( ,,  „ ,,  ,,  ). 

(c)  No.  50  Pontefract  Rd.  (Nuisance  from  dampness,  etc.). 

( d ) No.  54  Pontefract  Rd.  (Nuisance  from  dampness  and 

dangerous  ceiling). 

In  (a)  and  ( b ) the  summonses  were  withdrawn  owing  to  the 
very  serious  illness  of  the  person  upon  whom  they  were  to  be 
served.  In  (c)  and  (d)  the  person  served  with  the  summonses 
claimed  that  he  was  not  the  responsible  person,  although  his 
name  appeared  on  the  rent  hook  and  although  he  had  received 
the  rent  on  the  last  occasion  when  it  was  paid.  It  was  deemed 
advisable  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  in  these  two  cases  also  to 
withdraw  the  summonses.  But  in  each  of  the  cases  quoted,  the 
work  required  by  the  notices  was  put  in  hand  immediately  each 
summons  had  been  received  by  the  person  named  upon  it  ! 

Shops  Act,  1934  (Sections  10  and  13). 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  1946  under  the  above 
sections.  All  shop  assistants  seem  reasonably  supplied  with 
heating  facilities  and  sanitary  accommodation  during  their 
hours  of  work  and  having  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  businesses 
carried  on. 

Although  water  closet  accommodation  is  provided  at  all 
shop  premises  for  staffs,  separate  accommodation  has  not  been 
insisted  upon  where  both  sexes  are  employed  about  the  business 
of  the  shop.  Individual  staffs  rarely  exceed  six  or  seven  persons 
< of  mixed  sexes  and  it  is  felt  that  it  would  he  unreasonable  to 
request  separate  water  closet  accommodation  in  these  cases. 

Swimming  Pools. 

The  pool  in  the  Miners  Welfare  Park  continues  to  be  closed 
in  the  interests  of  public  health.  No  filtering  or  continuous 
chlorination  facilities  are  available,  and  the  opportunity  for 
re-opening  the  pool  has  not  yet  presented  itself.  Modern 
requirements  are  that  swimming  water  should  possess  the 
characteristics  of  drinking  water  as  to  purity,  where  sea  water 
is  not  available  and  there  is  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination . 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  principle  of  fumigation  by  hydrogen  cyanide  has  been 
continued  during  the  year  1946,  although  the  number  of  cases 
dealt  with  amounted  only  to  two.  Council  houses  only  are 
fumigated  by  hydrogen  cyanide,  owing  to  their  method  of 
construction.  The  majority  of  the  Council’s  650  dwellings  are 
semi-detached  which  renders  the  process  of  fumigation  much 
easier  and  at  less  cost. 

Where  complaints  of  vermin  are  received  from  occupiers 
of  privately  owned  houses  it  is  the  practice  to  offer  advice  on 
the  steps  to  bo  taken  and  to  suggest  the  use  of  one  of  the  several 
types  of  insecticides  which  the  Department  has  on  hand  for 
sale.  The  price  of  the  insecticide  usually  governs  the  type 
purchased  for  use,  sulphur  candles  having  the  greatest  sale. 

The  two  Council  houses  fumigated  during  the  year  by  private 
contractor  with  hydrogen  cyanide  were  : — 

•-I 

Nos.  62  Birkwood  Avenue  and  64  Birkwood  Avenue. 

Camping  Sites. 

The  township  appears  to  continue  to  be  free  from  the 
caravan  dweller.  During  the  year  it  has  not  been  necessary 
to  take  any  action  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  which  gives  the  local  authority  wide  powers  to  deal  with 
this  type  of  dwelling. 


Housing. 

As  previously  mentioned  no  action  was  taken  during  the 
year  1946  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  Whilst  the  acute 
housing  shortage  continues  it  would  be  undesirable  to  take  any 
action  against  individually  unfit  dwellinghouses.  To  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  Circular  1866  of  the  8th  September,  1939,  issued 
by  the  Minister  of  Health’s  Department  is  still  in  operation. 
The  Circular  requested  local  authorities  to  withhold  taking  any 
action  in  respect  of  clearance  areas,  individually  unfit  dwellings 
and  demolition  of  houses. 

There  are  still  five  Demolition  Orders  outstanding  against 
certain  dwellinghouses  as  follows  : — 

No.  60  White  Cross  Road  (Order  dated  28th  May,  1937). 

No.  69  Sidcop  Road  (Order  dated  28th  October,  1941). 

No.  71  ,,  ,,  ( ,,  ,,  ,,  ). 

No.  73  „ „ ( „ „ „ )• 

No.  75  ,,  >>(  j>  >>  >>  )• 
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Milk  Supply. 

There  are  no  graded  milk  producing  farms  in  Cud  worth. 
The  following  list  shows  the  names  of  the  persons  and  the  premises 
which  appear  on  the  Council’s  register 

Mr.  Wilfred  Brain,  Northfield  Laithe  Farm,  Weetshaw  Lane. 

**Mr.  James  Mason,  Brickyard  Farm,  George  Street. 

Mr.  Walter  Beevers,  Manse  Farm,  277  Barnsley  Road. 

Mrs.  Emily  Jane  Hill,  Rose  Tree  Farm,  308  Barnsley  Road. 

Mr.  Arthur  Peckett,  Manor  Farm,  Lunn  Road. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Silverwood,  Lunn  Road  Farm. 

Mr.  Walter  Ernest  Woodcock,  jun.,  Ring  Farm,  Carrs  Lane. 

**Mr.  George  Lazenby,  Cherry  'free  Farm,  Lower  Cudworth. 

Mr.  John  Goody,  Poplar  Farm,  Lower  Cudworth. 

Mr.  Walter  Ernest  Woodcock,  sen.,  Storrs  Mill  Farm. 

The  premises  marked  **  are  premises  at  which  no  milk 
intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption  is  produced. 

During  1943  the  owner  of  Lunn  Road  Farm  deposited  plans 
with  the  Council  which  sought  approval  for  the  erection  of  an 
up-to-date  milk  production  plant,  but  it  would  appear,  that 
although  the  Council  approved  the  plan,  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  proceed  with  the  work. 

At  the  end  of  194b  no  move  had  been  made  by  the  National 
Coal  Board  in  relation  to  Storrs  Mill  Farm.  The  cowshed  ex- 
ternally and  internally  is  in  need  of  repairs  and  another  part 
of  the  farm  buildings  is  being  used  as  additional  accommodation 
for  the  housing  of  milk  producing  animals.  This  latter  building 
is  not  at  all  suitable  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  being  used. 
Further  discussions  have  taken  place  with  the  local  Land  and 
Mineral  Agent  at  the  National  Coal  Board’s  Grimethorpe  Offices, 
with  a request  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  that  the  Board  shoidd  consider  the  provision  of  a 
new  up-to-date  building  for  the  use  of  the  tenant  of  the  farm. 
Any  statutory  action  which  the  local  authority  should  desire  to 
take  would  have  to  be  against  the  occupier  of  the  farm  and  not 
the  owner,  a very  deplorable  situation.  Presumably  a matter 
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of  this  description  will  have  to  take  second  place  when  the 
shortage  of  building  materials  is  being  considered.  The  Land 
and  Mineral  Agent  of  the  Board  promised  to  use  all  his  efforts 
to  have  the  request  complied  with,  but  one  supposes  that  the 
decision  will  rest  with  a higher  department. 

There  are  approximately  60  milk  producing  animals  within 
the  Council’s  area,  and  there  are  four  purveyors  of  milk  who 
reside  outside  the  Council’s  area  but  who  deliver  milk  in 
Cud  worth. 


Milk  Sampling. 

No  milk  samples  were  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory 
during  1946. 


Milk  samples  were  obtained  for  analysis  by  the  public 
analyst  appointed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The  County 
Council  bears  the  cost  of  analysis,  and  provides  the  necessary 
bottles,  stationery,  etc.  The  Cudworth  Urban  District  Council 
must  bear  the  cost  of  the  milk,  parcelling  material,  postal  regis- 
tration and  express  delivery  fee. 


The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  samples  submitted  : — 


1946 

Feb.  26th 
Feb.  26th 
Feb.  26th 
Apl.  16th 
Apl.  16th 
Apl.  1 6th 
June  19th 
June  19th 
June  19  th 
Aug.  23rd 
Aug.  23rd 
Aug.  23rd 


Retailer. 

Arthur  Peekett,  Cudworth 
Mrs  E.  J.  Hill,  Cudworth  / 
Herbert  Beeohill,  Brierley 
VV.  E.  Woodcock  (jr.),  Cudworth 
B.B.C.S.  Ltd.,  Barnsley 
R.  Rodbourne,  Barnsley 
B.B.C.S.  Ltd.,  Barnsley 
Wilfred  Brain,  Cudworth 
King  Bros.,  Shafton 
Walter  Beevers,  Cudworth 
B.B.C.S.  Ltd.,  Barnsley 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Silverwood,  Cudworth 


No. 

Analyst 

’s  Report. 

291 

Non -Fatty 

solids 

8.78°0 

Fat 

3-32% 

292 

Non-Fatty 

solids 

8.80%, 

Fat 

3.88% 

293 

Non-Fatty 

solids 

8.63% 

Fat 

3.41%, 

294 

Non - Fatty 

solids 

8.76% 

Fat 

3.84%, 

295 

Non -Fatty 

solids 

8.52%, 

Fat 

3.22%, 

297 

Non -Fatty 

solids 

8.88% 

Fat 

3.80% 

298 

Non -Fatty 

solids 

8.60% 

Fat 

3.56% 

299 

Non- Fatty 

solids 

8.82% 

Fat 

3.54% 

300 

Non -Fatty 

solids 

8.57% 

'Fat 

3.03% 

301 

Non-Fatty 

solids 

8.36%, 

Fat 

3.48%, 

302 

Non -Fatty 

solids 

8.55%, 

Fat 

3.51% 

303 

Non-F  atty 

solids 

8.57% 

Fat 

3.93% 
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Retailer. 

No. 

Anyalyst’s  Report. 

Oct.  22nd 

W.  E.  VV'oodcock  (jr.),  Cudworth 

304 

Non-Fatty  solids  8.64% 
Fat  ‘ 3.93% 

Oct.  22nd 

Arthur  Peckett,  Cudworth 

305 

Non-Fatty  solids  8.54% 
Fat  ' 2.86% 

Oct.  22nd 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Hill,  Cudworth 

306 

Non-Fatty  solids  8.81  % 
Fat  ‘ 5.83% 

Dec.  4th 

R.  Rodbourne,  Barnsley 

307 

Non-Fatty  solids  9.10% 
Fat  7.36% 

Dec.  4th 

Herbert  Beechill,  Brierley 

308 

Non-Fatty  solids  8.87% 
Fat  " 3.79% 

Dec.  4th 

King  Bros.,  Shafton 

309 

Non -Fatty  solids  8.61  % 
Fat  ‘ 3.33% 

Although  sample  No.  301  did  not  quite  come  up  to  the  legal 
standard  of  8.5%  for  non-fatty  solids,  the  public  analyst  gave 
it  as  his  opinion  that  no  water  had  been  added  to  the  milk. 

In  the  case  of  sample  No.  305  the  milk  fat  is  below  legal 
standard  (3%).  As  the  milk  was  purchased  from  a can  con- 
taining only  one  gallon  of  milk  at  the  end  of  a morning  delivery 
it  was  considered  to  be  not  a “fair”  sample,  and  no  further 
action  was  taken. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  four  slaughterhouses  annually  licensed  continue  to  be 
closed  for  the  purposes  of  slaughtering  animals  for  sale  for  human 
consumption,  although  it  is  surmised  that  they  are  occasionally 
used  by  “self-suppliers”  of  bacon  and  table  pigs  under  license 
from  the  Food  Executive  Officer.  This  particular  type  of  carcase 
is  not  controlled  by  the  local  authority  as  it  is  not  intended  for 
sale,  nor  are  such  carcases  examined  after  slaughter. 

All  meat  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption  still 
comes  from  the  Barnsley  County  Borough  Abattoir. 

Other  Foods. 

It  has  continued  to  be  the  practice  during  the  year  for  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  certify  foodstuffs  submitted  for  examination 
as  to  their  suitability  or  otherwise  for  consumption.  Occasionally 
a “self-supplier”  will  seek  confirmation  by  written  statement 
that  a quantity  of  ham  or  bacon  in  his  or  her  possession  and 
not  intended  for  sale  is  unsound  and  unfit  for  consumption. 
The  written  statement  enables  the  “self-supplier”  to  make 


application  for  the  return  of  the  bacon  coupons  surrendered 
from  his  or  her  ration  hook.  For  this  service  the  Council  have 
authorised  the  demand  for  a fee  of  10s.  6d.  payable  in  advance 
for  each  written  opinion  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  This 
does  not  apply,  of  course,  to  foods  deposited  for  the  purposes 
of  sale. 

A summary  of  the  materials  dealt  with  during  the  year  is 
as  follows  : — 

Food  not  intended  for  sale — 

22  lbs.  cured  ham. 

Food  intended,  for  sale— 

33£  lbs.  bacon. 

6 lbs.  jam. 

3 lbs.  tinned  milk. 

3 lbs.  tinned  vegetables. 

3 lbs.  tinned  processed  meats. 

5 1 lbs.  margarine. 

“ Pointed ” foodstuffs  certified  to  be  sub-standard  : — 

44  lbs.  sweetmeats  (later  retailed  “points-free”  with  the 
approval  of  the  Food  Executive  Officer). 

Rodent  Control. 

Preparations  are  available  for  complainants  where  there  is 
evidence  of  rats  or  mice.  The  material  is  supplied  free  and  the 
complainant  undertakes  the  work  of  treatment.  Poisons  vary 
in  type  in  the  material  supplied.  The  Ministry  of  Food  pro- 
cedure for  dealing  with  rodents  is  also  given  to  persons  who 
complain. 

Twenty-two  complaints  were  dealt  with  during  the  year 
11)46  and  in  each  case  material  to  treat  the  premises  was  provided 
free  of  cost. 

The  poisons  used  for  the  purpose  are  barium  carbonate, 
arsenical  oxide,  zinc  phosphide  and  poisoned  biscuits. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MAURICE  BENNETT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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